Analysis of 1,280 private patient records from a periodontal clinic showed poor compliance with supportive periodontal therapy (SPT) •Department of Stomatology, University of Säo Paulo. 'Private dental practice, Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil. need for an aggressive office routine to keep patients committed to supportive therapy and disease control.
Once periodontal treatment is concluded, the responsibility for the maintenance is bilateral: the patient is expected to comply with the instructions relative to plaque control and the clinician must establish the appropriate recall visit frequency and ensure that the office maintains the patient under control. It is generally accepted that maintenance is needed for success of periodontal treatment,'-5 and there are those who believe that treatment only retards the progress of the disease and that maintenance is the more important procedure. 6 Significance predominance at 1% of groups 21^-0 over group 41-60. 
